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these numbers the pupil is able to add and to multiply two numbers together and to subtract a
smaller from a larger. He understands the answer, for it is always a positive integer. But division
cannot always be performed if we have only positive integers; for example, the division of 4 by 3 is
set aside as impossible. A student knowing only the positive integers might learn to solve equations
of some kinds. For example, the equations 4-x = 0, 3x-6 = 0, would give no difficulty, but the solution
of the equation 2x--5 = 0 would be declared impossible, for the student knows no numbers which will
satisfy the equation. He might call the result imaginary. With the set of positive integers our
elementary mathematics goes little further than counting; even the simple operation of measuring
cannot be performed. For...
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