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**xxx Excerpt from The Isthmian Canal: A Lecture It is perhaps a very unsatisfactory, and a rather appalling introduction to be brought before you
as one who knows all about so mooted a question as that of the Isthmian Canal. | will acknowledged that | think | do know something about it, butt
there are plenty of people who will tell you | do not. | shall therefore start on the principle that | do know; and | trust, with the respect which | have no
doubt you have for the opinion of your president, that you will all agree with me in what | say. This is the third time which I have recently spoken on
this particular subject. The first time was before a commercial club, and | endeavored then to describe the different canal routes, particularly
Panama and Nicaragua, and to state as briefly and as plainly as | could their physical characteristics and their respective merits. The second time |
spoke to a reform club, and as reformers are not supposed to deal especially with commercial considerations or engineering details, | spoke then of
the reasons why a canal should be built, and the effect which an isthmian canal might be expected to have in furthering the good ends which it is
supposed reformers intend to accomplish. | do not exactly understand what the special character of this club is; but in one respect it differs radically
from either of the others, as all the members of each of the other clubs wore black clothes. | must therefore on this occasion take up the subjectin a
rather more general way, and speak both...
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