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recent independent study, which covered a 10-year period, found that VAs health IT investments between 1997 and 2007 were 4 billion while savings
from those investments were more than 7 billion. More than 86 percent of the savings resulted from the elimination of duplicated tests and reduced
medical errors. Furthermore, reduced workload and lowered operating expenses were additional byproducts resulting in cost savings. The 2012
budget continues to focus on our three key trans-formational priorities: expanding veteran, family, and survivor ac-cess to benefits and services;
reducing and ultimately eliminating the claims backlog; and ending veterans homelessness by 2015, three visible and urgent issues for VA. A
comprehensive review is underway to reuse VAs inventory of vacant or under-utilized buildings to house homeless and at-risk veterans and their
families where practical. Congress allocated 50 million to renovate unused VA buildings and VA has identified 94 sites with the potential to add
approxi-mately 6, 300 units of housing through public and private ventures using VAs enhanced use lease authority. The enhanced use lease
legislative authority is scheduled to lapse at the end of calendar year 2011, this year, and its reauthor-ization is needed to continue to increase
housing for homeless vet-erans and their families. The most flexible and responsive housing option remains the U. S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development-Veterans Af-fairs Supportive Housing ( HUD - VASH ) voucher on which we work quite closely with the Department of Housing
and Urban Develop-ment. Both Secretary Donovan and | endorse the importance...
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