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Poems and Translations: Including the First Four Books of Ovid s Fasti The merchant here, erect in burgher pride, Conducts some stranger to the
vessel s side; Or bent on gain, impatient of delay, Rebukes the seaman for his vessel s stay. With balanced oar, his song the boatman sings; To the
slim mast the undaunted sea-boy clings; The lusty mariner, with shoulders broad, To the throng deck conveys a ponderous load; Or, whilst to hide
his grief he manlike strives, Bids a kind farewell to his weeping wives. So well pourtrayed, the busy scene might seem Our well-known Seaport in
prophetic dream; In that huge pile a willing eye might see Bridgewater Buildings or the Old Goree; In the round tower our sea-beat Battery wall, And
our Rock Lighthouse in the high ranal. At each new change we own the pencil s sway; See Rome displayed, majestic in decay! Low in the dust the
broken columns lie, Or in impending ruins nod on high; The boastful tales are told in mimic stone, And nameless trophies tell of deeds unknown. On
the high arch the spoils of war appear, The shattered helmet and the broken spear; With furious hate the hostile warriors burn, And, lost in thought,
dejected captives mourn. To peaceful scenes again we gladly change, Through Latian fields and Tuscan groves to range; On Arno s banks, to see the
mantling vine Round the tall elm its fond embrace entwine, And pendant clusters deck the antique mound, Whilst in the arch the vintage songs
resound. Or in Campania s wide-extended plain, We trace old Tiber winding to the main, And see revealed, in each instructive page, The...
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