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***x* Excerpt from Secondary Education, Vol. 14 We had long felt a pressing need for our students to have more opportunity to hear the spoken
language. The brief time available in daily classes, the fact that they had to listen to inaccurate pronunciation with the inevitable corrections were,
we felt, mitigating against a fluency and an assurance that we wished to be theirs. After a careful consideration, we bought a set of Linguaphone
records with the accompanying books, Curso de Conversation. As one of the many means to an end, this purchase has already proven an
inestimable help. My particular use of the machine, has been restricted to Spanish, so | am discussing it in that particular field, but the same, of
course, would be equally true in any other foreign language. The excellently edited Curso de Conversation, immediately arouses the interest of the
students. The graduation of the records from the points of view of rapidity of speech and the difficulty of content is especially good. The material is
well organized, emphasis being placed upon every day words and situations, travel, theater, home, and the common place occurrences of every
day life. The original records were made by such eminent professors as Professor Prederico de Onia of Columbia, Professor Navarro Tomas, and
others, all of well-known distinction. As men representative of various sections of Spain speak, the students acquire the realization that there are the
slight divergencies that we would expect for example between the speech of the man from Oregon and the man from Vermont. It becomes
dynamically alive for them, less alien and remote. Our use of the records we believe to be simple, factual...
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